MINUTES

DUKES COUNTY COMMISSION
Wednesday, 9 February 2005

Administration Building

Call to order:  

Chairman John S. Alley called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.  Present were John S. Alley, Robert M. Sawyer, Leonard Jason, Jr., Nelson Smith and Leslie H. Leland.

Also present were County Manager E. Winn Davis, Noreen Mavro Flanders, Treasurer.

Others present were Abbe Burt, Richard Francis, Marc Hanover, Tristan Israel and Thomas Pachico.

Adoption of Minutes 

Minutes of 8 December 2004 were deferred due to lack of quorum.  Minutes of 15 December 2004 were moved by Leslie H. Leland/Leonard Jason, Jr. and so voted (4-0-1).  Leslie H. Leland/Robert M. Sawyer moved the Minutes of 12 January 2005 and so voted (5-0-0).

County Manager’s Report

County Manager E. Winn Davis announced that the County and Martha’s Vineyard Community Services had filed the Substance Abuse Grant, as previously authorized by the County Commissioners.

County Manager E. Winn Davis asked the County Commissioners to declare the 1991 Ford Crown Victoria formerly used by Stephen Berlucchi, P. E. to be surplus. Robert M. Sawyer/Leonard Jason, Jr. moved that the County declare the 1991 Ford Crown Victoria with VIN 2FACP72G5MXII5573 to be Surplus and direct that it be sold for salvage value in accordance with M.G.L. c.30B §15, and SO VOTED (5-0-0)

County Manager E. Winn Davis asked the County Commissioners to declare the Dionex Ion Chromatograph System formerly used by the Water Lab to be surplus. Leonard Jason, Jr./Robert M. Sawyer moved that the County declare the Single Column Dionex DX-120 Ion Chromatograph System, including the DX-120, the AS40, the AD 25; and the PC10 to be surplus and direct that it be sold in accordance with M.G.L. c.30B §15, and SO VOTED (5-0-0).
County Manager E. Winn Davis advised the County Commissioners of a suggestion from Art Flathers that the County of Dukes County cooperate with the Martha’s Vineyard Commission on the issue of the Composting Program with the Martha’s Vineyard Refuse District.  Leonard Jason, Jr./Robert M. Sawyer moved that the County Commissioners endorse this co-operative review and request the County Manager to follow through and report back on that and SO VOTED (5-0-0).

Chairman’s Report and Communication

None

Subcommittee Reports

Paul Strauss on the Martha’s Vineyard Commission - None

Leslie H. Leland on the Dukes County Health Council - None

Old Business

Appointments:

i. Robert M. Sawyer/Leonard Jason, Jr. moved to appoint Abbe Burt to the Dukes County Affordable Housing for a 3 year term expiring 31 December 2007, and SO VOTED (5-0-0).  Ms. Burt and Richard Francis discussed a Housing Bank Trust being created to provide more housing, with a strategy of having all towns adopt the CPA and secondly to establish a Real Estate Transfer Fee, on the seller, on transfers over $750,000, and administered by the Land Bank.  Robert M. Sawyer encouraged this but suggested that the County of Dukes County should be involved as well and urged Ms. Burt to contact the County Manager.  He also recommended 80% of the CPA money be devoted to housing.  Leslie H. Leland and Leonard Jason, Jr. also expressed support.  The consensus of the Commissioners was to take this under advisement, consult with the Trust and to bring this back when all the Commissioners were available.

New Business

Change of time of Commissioners’ Meeting.

Leslie H. Leland/Robert M. Sawyer moved that the County Commissioners change their time for meeting from 7:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., and SO VOTED (5-0-0)

Marc Hanover, SSA Representative update

Marc Hanover made a presentation to the County Commissioners highlighting the following:

· CY2004 ridership is down 6%; January 2005 is down 11%;

· Union negotiation issues remain important with payroll @ 63% of budget;

· Island Home name for new vessel will not be changed;

· “Windage” issues for the Island Home have been addressed; and

· Parking lot assignment in Woods Hole is still being reviewed.

Robert M. Sawyer asked for a study on the cause of the downturn in ridership; dates of Hearings for the proposed Hyannis-Oak Bluffs route; and better coordination between Bonanza bus and SSA vessels.  

Leonard Jason, Jr. asked if the downturn meant a fare increase, and Marc Hanover said no.

Tisbury Selectmen to discuss Tashmoo Beach

Tristan Israel and Thomas Pachico, from the Tisbury Board of Selectmen appeared to ask the County to release its undivided interest in land abutting Lake Tashmoo to the Town of Tisbury for approximately $10,000, that being the amount the County obtained for the purchase of the lot with the Town of Tisbury.

Chairman John S. Alley indicated that the Uniform Procurement Act seemed to control the disposition of real property and that needed to be addressed.  Robert M. Sawyer asked if the County could facilitate the transfer by engaging in a “land swap”, and went on to ask Tristan Israel and Thomas Pachico about Eastville Beach.  Tristan Israel and Thomas Pachico did not wish to release Eastville Beach.  Leonard Jason, Jr. that he was not interested in releasing any land the County owned.

Taken under advisement.

Executive Session

Robert M. Sawyer/Leslie H. Leland moved that the County Commissioners go into Executive Session, including Noreen Mavro Flanders, Treasurer to discuss ongoing litigation and would not return to public session.  On a roll call vote, Robert M. Sawyer voted aye; Leonard Jason, Jr. voted aye; Nelson Smith voted aye; Leslie H. Leland voted aye and John S. Alley voted aye.

Respectfully Submitted to:

_______________________________





JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts

